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Earliest recorded play
Clay model of a female figure swinging 
on a swing between two columns
Hagia Triada, 1500 -1450 BC
(within the Heraklion Archaeological 
Museum, Crete)
Animals play too
Two squirrels playing in the snow
Birds also play
Birds playing in water
Australian Standards – Playground equipment and surfacing
AS 4685.0:2017  Development, installation, inspection, maintenance and operation
AS 4685.1:2021  General safety requirements and test methods
AS 4685.2:2021  Additional safety requirements and test methods for swings
AS 4685.3:2021  Additional safety requirements and test methods for slides
AS 4685.4:2021  Additional safety requirements and test methods for runways
AS 4685.5:2021  Additional safety requirements and test methods for carousels
AS 4685.6:2021  Additional safety requirements and test methods for rocking equipment
AS 4685.11:2014  Additional safety requirements and test methods for spatial networks
AS 4422:2016  Playground surfacing–Specifications, requirements and test methods
Timeline from Project Proposal to Publication
3-4 Aug 2016: CS-005 advised that CEN/TC 136 SC/1 would be publishing EN 
1176 Parts 1 to 6 in 2017 – approval in principle for adoption with modifications for 
Australia obtained
8 Oct 2017: CEN publish EN 1176 Parts 1, 2, 3, 4 & 6 
7 Nov 2018: CS-005 kick-off meeting AS 4685 Parts 1, 2, 3, 4 & 6
1 Oct 2019: CEN publish EN 1176 Part 5
19 Feb 2020: CS-005 meeting to resolve PC for AS 4685 Parts 1, 2, 3, 4 & 6    
(CS-005 also agreed to adopt Part 5 ‘unamended’)
29 Jan 2021: AS 4685:2021 Parts 1 to 6 published
CEN adoption process
For CEN Standards there are two choices with adoption ‘identical’ and ‘modified adoption’
For ‘modified adoption’ all changed are contained within an Appendix ZZ at the end of the 
document
This is akin to an engineering where the ‘Special Conditions of Contract’ are after the 
General Conditions of Contract (and hidden at the bottom)
Australia is a signatory to the Marrakesh Agreement WTO TBT (technical barrier to trade)
The TBT establishes rules and procedures regarding the development, adoption of 
standards:
- Any amendment must to be supported by evidence
- These amendments must be specific to Australia
- We can only change ‘shall’ clauses (ie not allowed to change ‘should’ clauses or ‘notes’)
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